
 

 

 

 

STATEMENT BY THE TEAM OF EDITORS 

 

Between 30th of June and 7th July 2013, young students, professionals and social 

activists with diverse backgrounds came together from 24 countries from the EU and 

beyond, gathered in Sønderborg, DK, for the summer academy Waves of Democracy. 

Sønderborg lies on the island of Als in the heart of the Sønderjylland/Schleswig-Holstein 

border region. After centuries of conflict, the region has successfully overcome historical 

adversity through dialogue, mutual understanding, and democratic participation.  

 

Beyond Borders was the subtitle of this conference as well as the general spirit of the 

different workshops. Going beyond borders is what this region has been able to do and 

could therefore serve as inspiration in other contexts. 

 

The conference consisted of eight workshops, part of them related to broad and 

apparently long lasting phenomena, whereas others targeted more specific problems 

that today‘s youth must face. We were divided into groups dealing with Culture & 

Diversity, History and Memory Culture, Literature & Arts, Migration, Regions, Inclusive 

Citizenship, Participatory Citizenship & Civil Dialogue and Youth & Social 

Entrepreneurship.  

Within our workshops, we experienced the decision-making process by sharing our 

ideas, defining the topics we were discussing and eventually looking for 

recommendations as steps on the path towards the future we envision. Inspiration came 

from very different sources, such as input from local politicians, representatives of 

industry and the citizens of Sønderborg, with whom we interacted directly in a creative 

and innovative way. We accepted the challenge to find consensus through dialogue by 

overcoming differences in order to define recommendations capable of increasing 

democracy and civil dialogue. 

 



Workshop discussions served as a forum to broaden our exposure and deepen our 

knowledge about situations in other countries.  

Facing the challenges of today and the future, people must come together. As the 

discussions progressed, we noticed that there will always be different perceptions and 

opinions on social issues. When looking upon history, culture or migration, we see that 

communities rely on their own narratives to construct their identities. We see the 

necessity to create spaces of exchange and discussion. Therefore we recommend the 

use of arts, literature and media as tools to reach the broader public. Moreover, it is 

essential to foster empathy for the issues of migration and to raise awareness of 

minorities. Intercultural projects are empowering and effective towards achieving these 

goals, yet will require more financial and practical support. Therefore a shift in priorities 

on the side of public institutions is needed. In times of increasing youth unemployment 

and growing nationalism and populism, we encourage the youth to raise their voices and 

find common ground for a sustainable democratic future in Europe.  

 

 


